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budget typically has had to come to the floor 
repeatedly before it passes because of attach-
ments. Members then complain about the time 
and effort spent on the smallest appropriation 
affecting no other members. No budget auton-
omy bill can eliminate the possibility of attach-
ments because there are countless ways to 
attach riders, but our bill reduces the likelihood 
that they will hold the city’s local budget hos-
tage and sometimes the appropriations proc-
ess itself. 

Members of Congress were sent here to do 
the business of the nation. They have no rea-
son to be interested in or to become knowl-
edgeable about the many complicated provi-
sions of the local budget of a single city. In 
good times and in bad, the House and Senate 
pass the District’s budget as is. Our bill takes 
the Congress in the direction it is moving 
based on its own experience and completes 
the process. Three decades of congressional 
interference into the vital right to self govern-
ment should end this year and end first with 
budget autonomy for the District of Columbia. 
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TRIBUTE TO SERGEANT JEDEDIAH 
BERMAN, BOISE, IDAHO 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 30, 2007 

Mr. SIMPSON. Madam Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Sergeant Jedediah Berman, an Idaho 
native, a constituent of mine, and a proud 
member of the United States Military for over 
15 years. 

In 2004, Sergeant Berman was serving in 
Iraq when he was seriously wounded by an 
lED explosion next to his Fox vehicle. The 
right side of his head was badly injured. His 
arm was mangled, his lung had collapsed, his 
knee was injured, and he had shrapnel in his 
shoulder. He was treated first at Landstuhl Re-
gional Medical Center in Germany, then trans-
ferred to Walter Reed Medical Center here in 
Washington, and finally sent to Madigan Med-
ical Center in Fort Lewis to undergo intensive 
treatment and rehabilitation. While his doctors 
were able to rebuild much of his face, they 
could not replace his eye or repair his hearing 
in his right ear. Shrapnel remained lodged in 
his body and his brain, his knees continued to 
cause him intense pain, and he had only lim-
ited use of his arm. 

Despite these enormous hardships and the 
significant pain of his injuries, Sergeant Ber-
man badly wanted to return to Iraq to be with 
his unit, the Stryker Brigade Combat Team, 
which had been redeployed to Iraq while Ber-
man was recovering. Last November, he re-
ceived good news from the review board that 
he was fit for duty and would be able to rejoin 
his fellow soldiers. He deployed a few days 
before Christmas and has rejoined the Stryker 
Brigade in Iraq where he continues to serve 
our great Nation. 

Madam Speaker, Sergeant Berman is an in-
spiration and example to us all. He exemplifies 
the sort of brave and honorable military men 
and women that are protecting our Nation in 
Iraq, Afghanistan, and throughout the rest of 
the world. I am proud and honored to rep-
resent him and many others like him in Con-
gress, and I am grateful for their service to our 
great Nation. I would also like to recognize 

Sergeant Berman’s family, and the many other 
military families throughout America, for their 
sacrifices and thank his mother, in particular, 
who brought her son’s service and commit-
ment to my attention. 

As we conduct our business in Congress, I 
know that my colleagues and I will continue to 
recognize and pay tribute to the honorable 
men and women who are serving our country 
and honor the many Sergeant Bermans who 
willingly make such great sacrifices to protect 
those of us at home. To our military men and 
women serving at home and abroad, the 
American people thank you for your great 
service to our country. 
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CONGRATULATING IRVIN 
‘‘CHOPPY’’ SMITH 

HON. CHARLES W. BOUSTANY, JR. 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 30, 2007 

Mr. BOUSTANY. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to applaud the devoted service of Irvin 
‘‘Choppy’’ Smith to the people of Acadia Par-
ish. Choppy recently retired following 22 years 
of dedicated work as the Chief Deputy in the 
Acadia Parish Tax Assessor’s Office. 

During his distinguished service to Acadia 
Parish, Choppy was known as a devoted pub-
lic servant who always provided a warm and 
welcoming environment for the many parish 
residents that sought the service of the Tax 
Assessor’s Office. Choppy’s vast knowledge of 
Acadia Parish was invaluable as he assisted 
countless taxpayers. 

Madam Speaker, it is people like Choppy 
Smith that continue to inspire all of us, and I 
ask my colleagues to join me and the people 
of Acadia Parish in congratulating Choppy for 
his invaluable accomplishments for the State 
of Louisiana. 
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A TRIBUTE TO REV. JAMES 
MOORE, SR. 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 30, 2007 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Madam 
Speaker, I rise to honor Rev. James Moore, 
Sr. the pastor of the Second Mount Zion Bap-
tist Church, upon the occasion of his installa-
tion as the president of Black Clergy, Inc. of 
Philadelphia and Vicinity. 

Rev. Moore is a man of uncompromising 
faith and vision. His absolute devotion to 
church and community is recognized by his 
parishioners, his fellow clergy members and 
civic officials. 

As the president of the Black Clergy I know 
he will take the organization to even greater 
heights because of his commitment to build 
working partnerships beyond the walls of the 
church to solve some of the serious problems 
our communities are facing. 

Biblically guided by Philippians 2:5, ‘‘Let this 
mind be in you which was also in Christ 
Jesus,’’ Rev. Moore, in spite of his accom-
plishments, walks the path of humility as he 
offers spiritual inspiration to those in need. 

I know that all of my colleagues in the Con-
gress join me in honoring Rev. Moore. 

CONDEMNING ABBAS’S REMARKS 
AGAINST ISRAEL 

HON. JOE WILSON 
OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 30, 2007 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Madam 
Speaker, at a Fatah party rally on January 11, 
2007, Palestinian Authority President 
Mahmoud Abbas reportedly said that Palestin-
ians ‘‘have a legitimate right to direct our guns 
against the occupation [Israel]’’ and that 
Fatah’s ‘‘fighting’’ stance is a ‘‘model for lib-
eration.’’ 

I find it disheartening and deeply troubling 
that Abbas would sanction violence against 
Israel instead of calling upon his people to 
support peaceful compromise with Israel. 

Palestinian leaders must understand that 
they can no longer support peace when 
speaking to Western audiences while advo-
cating violence against Israel when addressing 
their people. Abbas’ statements suggest that 
he is not the ‘‘moderate’’ Palestinian leader 
that many claim he is. Unless he renounces 
violence once and for all and takes steps to 
disarm terrorists, Abbas may not deserve ad-
ditional U.S. aid. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE NEW-
ARK PUBLIC LIBRARY ON THEIR 
BLACK HISTORY MONTH EXHI-
BITION 

HON. DONALD M. PAYNE 
OF NEW JERSEY 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, January 30, 2007 

Mr. PAYNE. Madam Speaker, it is my dis-
tinct pleasure to congratulate the Director and 
Board of Trustees of The Newark Public Li-
brary, and Dr. Sibyl E. Moses, guest curator, 
on the occasion of the opening of the Library’s 
Black History Month exhibition entitled ‘‘The 
Creativity and Imagination of African American 
Women Writers in New Jersey.’’ As the rep-
resentative from the 10th Congressional Dis-
trict, I am very proud of my long affiliation with 
the library and the valuable services they 
render to our community. 

The exhibition at Newark Public Library 
celebrates the diversity and richness of pub-
lished works created by African American 
women in New Jersey. The exhibition docu-
ments an important aspect of New Jersey’s 
cultural history, and brings this information to-
gether in one place and at one time, for the 
people of Newark and for all residents of New 
Jersey. I applaud The Newark Public Library 
for interpreting their collections for all to see. 

I also commend Sibyl E. Moses, the guest 
curator, for her achievements and many years 
of commitment and service to the people of 
New Jersey. She is an outstanding citizen, 
whose leadership is recognized nationally and 
internationally in the field of library and infor-
mation science. For more than 20 years, she 
has identified, preserved, and promoted an 
awareness of books published by African 
American women in New Jersey. Her book, 
African American Women Writers in New Jer-
sey, 1836–2000: A Biographical Dictionary 
and Bibliographic Guide (Rutgers University 
Press), upon which this exhibition is based, 
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